Entry and survival of pathogenic mycobacteria in macrophages.
Pathogenic mycobacteria, including Mycobacterium tuberculosis, are phagocytosed by macrophages but manage to survive within the mycobacterial phagosome. Recent work has shed some more light on the mechanisms of mycobacterial entry and survival inside macrophages. Two host cell components, the steroid cholesterol and a phagosomal coat protein termed TACO were found to play crucial roles in the establishment of an intracellular infection. This review describes how these findings may help to understand the circumvention of the normal trafficking routes inside host cells by mycobacteria.